
No Cash Refunds + Amber Saqladi + Rhirhi

ACM tutor, professional music critic, and Buzz co-ordinator, Ngaire
Ruth, takes herself to a new London monthly showcase event
launched by our Buzz student editor, business student Jack
O’Sullivan. Like this mag, he’s aiming to celebrate ACM artists and
bands and build a community. It’s time to check out the talent our
Buzz writers have been shouting about with a critical ear and eye.

He’s no Mr Nice Guy (Ed Sheeran). He’s cleverer than you and more confident than

you’ll ever be. He’s your Jarvis Cocker, (Pulp), your Damon (Blur), your Brett Anderson

(Suede), but mostly the first one. For that to happen you need a sound (that is next),

intelligent and original lyrical themes, and performance skills.



No Cash Refunds isn’t seeking expression by exploring musical formulas and pushing

boundaries, this is about (re) defining and refining. Any artist or band that wants to

represent this era will be a multiple-listener and multi-disciplinary in terms of musicality

and performance. There is no blend or “ew” fusion of genres past and present, it is what

it is: progression and regression inextricably linked.

Take the ballad, and new single Empty Cup, a bold, cheeky beast that shows vocal

skills and discipline, compared to the bedroom pop intimacy of the post-modern lullaby

that is Lily, or the punch pop-rap of Petrified, an early opener. No song sounds the

same, yet the style is consistent and the lyrical themes are original.

NCR has the core but he’s been smart enough to reach out to his peers. Guitarist Toby’s

often classical and intricate playing adds an alternative authenticity. He's a definite

secret weapon at this live show, (and I’d like to hear it in the recordings). The physicality

in NCR’s performance brings the songs to life, but you weren’t here to see for yourself

and now you can’t say you were there.

No Cash Refunds is ready to go go go… appropriately because his ACM career is

reaching its end. If we kept him any longer it would be the equivalent of crushing his

spirit with a grand piano borrowed from Metropolis.

What’s great about From the Common is that students can learn from each other. So

many first-year ACM artists, rappers and musicians have experienced expensive

capacity-massive concerts as consumers/fans, or the odd local gig, festival or family

occasion as contributors with a crowd forever grateful. Understanding how you get from

the latter to the former seems a mystery. You can pile on all the armour you need –

https://open.spotify.com/artist/3YvTjqqONkdbCbjKIdCbFD?si=NTNG8FeESKiqRc7gIODiuA&nd=1&dlsi=252d91a6b99e4e0b
https://open.spotify.com/track/5Og5Nyz5xFx0pq9KZveuMX?si=jLLaYreuTB2yDlm3BqenRA
https://open.spotify.com/track/2WL3Olkg8wpfZYmW8Uc3F8?si=LPE4g3nxQROa-AcLK0n9wg
https://open.spotify.com/track/4GrJcxSMlKfBE3JANuXB5e?si=j0Pe_gXoT6W9JSgyhNrZbA&context=spotify:playlist:37i9dQZF1E4w7ygDKitrH0
https://www.instagram.com/fromthecommon?igsh=MTk5ZWgxNDI3eXN1cg==


branding, business strategy, social media prowess – nothing beats watching your peers

in your natural environment, a live medium-sized venue, outside the classroom.

For example, what to do in between the songs? How to compile a set list with a

beginning, middle and end. What to wear, or more importantly how to wear it. When to

stand up, sit down or demonstrate your fancy yoga positions (joking). For heaven’s

sake, when it’s your turn, don’t introduce every band member before the encore.

Some songs by creative artists Amber Saqladi and Buzz favourite Rhirhi on tonight’s

billing were written in their 15-year-old bedrooms, which they’ve started developing at

ACM, along with new material produced outside compulsory assessment collaborations

and their academic work. We could be a conservatoire, but our first years like Rhirhi,

Rory Rocket and Elfi are arriving with healthy repertoires; they want to develop their art,

as well as musical craft.

It’s no surprise when Rhi covers The Cranberries song, Zombie, the vocals needed

reflect her kind of clarity and warm tone. Every song is brutally honest yet endearing

and speaks for now, this time and place. There’s always a twist, “I’m obsessed with the

mess that is you” (Spring Clean), a song about an ex-boyfriend who’s addicted to porn –

gay porn, Teddy’s Song is a gentle ballad because someone she met was feeling

suicidal. Rhirhi may be the perfect image of a rosy-cheeked girl with a guitar in a pastel

haze but don’t ever use the word ‘sweet’ to describe her. There are clues everywhere,

including the skull fabric of her dress and the lack of love she gives her Converse.

https://open.spotify.com/artist/784MhOAdx4w7m1uUmaRBNp?si=Wo5U6m96ToGTXwJqmQwRwQ
https://open.spotify.com/artist/3z907l4sbiy6gyQ7BaWQlH?si=QK89V0nYSTq14-XL-Zf_kg
https://open.spotify.com/track/7EZC6E7UjZe63f1jRmkWxt?si=a4V0pvc3Q9Gs1XAZpl2I8w
https://open.spotify.com/track/5eOQUgs8Qgo9pDOtOHWp3u?si=gT8iRcEYQ5WetlPHKnVjwg


Footwear is a clue to genre overall all tonight. It’s why so many famous rock

photographs feature below-the-knee shots of the band's foot action on stage, pedals

and monitors, and cables also setting the scene.

Singer-songwriter Amber is wearing white cowboy boots and sure enough there is a

bohemian, country flavour in the songs on her set list tonight. Every song has a story:

Save Yourself, Broken Glass and Summer Rain stand out right now, all coming from a

place of melancholy perception, coaxed by rhythm guitar. No Apologies is next for

potential. What about you?

A top tip for both singer-songwriting guitarists tonight is to stop introducing the title of

every song, and the explanations behind it, what you should be doing is putting that set

list under the mic stand so people fight over it to add to their collection at the end. In the

beginning, tell your friends to do it – why not? More importantly, how can that be put into

the musicality? It may be this requires letting people in. That’s an awkward prospect for

the Covid generation, I know, but guitarists, bassists, drummers, and producers are all

looking to find a tribe at ACM - and if you’re in that category where are you? This venue

is a hop and a skip from the student halls and two tube stops from the Clapham site –

you don’t even have to cross the road on exit from the station. There’s comfortable

seating so you can huddle with colleagues and make a night of it.

And a recommendation for Jack: what about the three acts put their names into a hat

and draw on the day to decide first, second and final billing?

https://open.spotify.com/track/3fDCvnsI071imEzeJEHgQm?si=vDsuiE04Smu6JF4pipONRg
https://open.spotify.com/track/1ydN32aRLNwo1zqCQmNfTa?si=NWEhvI3sRGuFqNO08bWGFQ


From The Common return to the Tooting Tram on May 10th with Rory Rockett, Elfi and

James Barlow as well as June 26th with Kinoko Curse, ACM Alumni City Lake and Isle

of Wight Festival Main-stager The Optimists.

https://l.instagram.com/?u=https://www.seetickets.com/event/from-the-common-presents-james-barlow-elfi-more/tooting-tram-and-social/2962911?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0BMQABptmq9MkNnqWhBmHj-D64K6zTQMI9oKbDCvyPq4MTbEWB1n7F2wlk6Hafvg_aem_AZVXj8CaTit6z4BoZxruw8uZlpjDdvhetz0cTTHjkjg0FU6Y-0Ti8zyF3SgJ0aqI89Y&e=AT2bF0V1j2lO4bBm4HCzqNBT20wuP1YXpx4x0lsiIZ6oH7yBBMSKYgtrqgoEXBB3tgi0CUz_TfkQlh_fLSgCudA3NKNWeID9nI4-tI75AmQssIj9KQEo0Q
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https://www.seetickets.com/event/from-the-common-presents-james-barlow-elfi-more/tooting-tram-and-social/2962911?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0BMQABptmq9MkNnqWhBmHj-D64K6zTQMI9oKbDCvyPq4MTbEWB1n7F2wlk6Hafvg_aem_AZVXj8CaTit6z4BoZxruw8uZlpjDdvhetz0cTTHjkjg0FU6Y-0Ti8zyF3SgJ0aqI89Y&e=AT2bF0V1j2lO4bBm4HCzqNBT20wuP1YXpx4x0lsiIZ6oH7yBBMSKYgtrqgoEXBB3tgi0CUz_TfkQlh_fLSgCudA3NKNWeID9nI4-tI75AmQssIj9KQEo0Q
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https://www.seetickets.com/event/f-t-c-the-optimists-city-lake-kinoko-curse/tooting-tram-and-social/2974887?OfferCode=ftc24&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAabsZ9NiIKzwtvCAZ778tn2jT7UMevjj0fiNde61c5wdsNrsxPSMOSFLo0U_aem_AZUY38DT-VWTxp8icNgI1lyev0ltRjqsnkhZNuClirlxk99SWxwE8Mmb61ozy62mA7fFXxsT8IhCAAh93RIafdvK&e=AT2v0RQcVb9uI_HQY-JON1jVKQnG2OHDAto-QZLR-g0WbFLaSzK7fZflKmch7H7ynX5vW39oeD1WqKQzdkmTuSq9dY3tIhz1tnS4m8jQY1v9wV0BjdE8-w
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https://www.seetickets.com/event/f-t-c-the-optimists-city-lake-kinoko-curse/tooting-tram-and-social/2974887?OfferCode=ftc24&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAabsZ9NiIKzwtvCAZ778tn2jT7UMevjj0fiNde61c5wdsNrsxPSMOSFLo0U_aem_AZUY38DT-VWTxp8icNgI1lyev0ltRjqsnkhZNuClirlxk99SWxwE8Mmb61ozy62mA7fFXxsT8IhCAAh93RIafdvK&e=AT2v0RQcVb9uI_HQY-JON1jVKQnG2OHDAto-QZLR-g0WbFLaSzK7fZflKmch7H7ynX5vW39oeD1WqKQzdkmTuSq9dY3tIhz1tnS4m8jQY1v9wV0BjdE8-w

